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Noverber 15, 1976

fred M. Zeder
U.S. Dept. of the Tnterior Rm 4312

Washington D.C. 20210

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Pcople of Utirih Atsll, Marshall Islands
Negligence - March 1, 1954

Ro: Quy Cliwnt:

Dour Sir:

This office has been retained by the People of Utirik Atoll,
Marshall Islaads, United Natiens frusteeship, to seck cn'ﬁq)c:;::;lticn
on their behalf fov damages they have su{fered 2s a result of the
uegligence of the !mited States Covermment in the detonation of o
nuclear Jdevice on March 1, 1954,

For the last 22 vears our cliernts have suffered fiom the effects
of their exposure teo radiation with enly token cermensation and
periodic medical treatment which can oniy be described as exmerirentatien.
Along with the high derree of tihyroid tumors, including malignoncy,
among thie exposed populatica, evidence has been detected that secend
goneration U‘l;\..xh are being gonetically affticted. Pesides t‘x“
mnct nhvcwm damace, the entire },Jlulmmn of the atell suffer

‘om the caotiondal «nd psyciiological cffects of the expectation of
C;"x]tim!ing beaith problens.  Your zgency should be well mare of the
enviovnizntal impact the radiatien has had upen t‘xc {flova and fana
ol Utirik Atell. ow that the forwer :‘:\i\’:m“ of Bikin? Atell hove
l-u,n coppensaied for tieir property losses by Congressicnel action,
it is time tint the people of Utirik Atoll chall be coupensated for
the loss of life, continuing diseases, threat of discase, altered
civiroiwient wnd the humiliation of being treated as hunan guinsa pigs.

There cre <till 40 person: alive in the e\-pncnd arowm living on the
Atoll. This office now Jemands that ecach mid every verber oi that
group be con ;‘."ﬂ:dttu in the sum of Que Milliea lvllars ($1,000,002.00,;
for physical and psychological injury. Further demand is made on
ohalf of 11 otirer inhabitonts of the Atet! in the sum of Sixty
Millien Iollars ($03,000,000.00) “or psychologicat, enotional and
cnviormantal duamages.
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